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IN MEMORIAM

Excerpt of memorial speech to Professor Dr. Med. Vet.
Ottar Dybing - given by Rolf Svenkerud on the occa
sion of the meeting of the Mathematic and Natural
Sciences Class of the Norwegian Academy of Science
on May 26, 1972.

Professor Ottar Dybing died on the 26th of January 1972 at
the age of 64. Thus an unusually full and active life had found
its end. His profound professional insight and his fine personality
had led him to the forefront in so many fields .

Ottar Dybing was born in Stavanger on August 11, 1907.
As his profession, he chose veterinary medicine. At that time,

however, i,t was not possible to study veterinary medicine in Nor
way, and he therefore entered the Royal Veterinary and Agri
cultural College in Copenhagen. He graduated in 1933 with a first
class degree. After a few months in general practice, he felt the
need to specialize. He returned to Copenhagen and completed a
special course with pathological anatomy as the main subject,
and with chemistry and general pathology as secondary subjects.
Here too he obtained a first, and was immediately afterwards
appointed as a scientific research assistant at the Royal Vet
erinary and Agricultural College's department of obstetrics. He
remained there for just one year, but it was a year which, in
many ways, gave him much. He was able to work in a stimulating
research environment and made many important contacts.

In 1936, OLlar Dybing was appointed amanuensis at the newly
founded Veterinary College of Norway with the Department of
Pharmacology at the Royal Frederiks University as his provi
sional place of work. He had thus entered the scientific field to
which he was to devote his subsequent working life. However,
it is interesting to notice that several of his later scientific papers
nevertheless have a strong connection with the subjects in which
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he first specialized, namely pathological anatomy and repro
duction.

Before taking up his appointment in Oslo, he undertook a
study visit to veterinary institutions in Germany, the longest stay
being with Professor R. Volker at the Department of Pharma
cology at the Hannover Veterinary College. Here he studied the
anaesthetic effect of combined eunarcon-ether anaesthesia, and
it seems that i,t was during this period that his interest for
anaesthetic drugs was awakened.

In 1939, he undertook another study visit, this time to
pharmacological institutes in Germany, Holland and England. A
stay with Professor L. Lendle in Munster was especially useful.
At this laboratory Dybing received training in modern pharma
cological methods and research techniques. Together with H. G.
Holzhausen he published a very nice piece of work from this
stay: "Dber die Bindung von Dlgitalisstoff'eu an die Eiweissf'rak
tionen von Herz- und Skeletrnuskel".

In 1942, Ottar Dybing was appointed assistant professor in
pharmacology and toxicology and thus became head of the newly
established department for these subjects at the Veterinary Col
lege of Norway. In 1950, he was appointed professor.

The building up of a new department is a big and demanding
task, one which Ottar Dybing carried out in a brilliant manner.
His department soon took a central place in pharmacological and
toxicological research, and it became a place at which many
studied in order to specialize.

Ottar Dybing's research activities were so comprehensive that
it is impossible to give a complete review of them on this occa
sion. I shall just briefly touch on certain main areas within which
he made valuable contributions. In his early papers he mostly
discussed questions within the realm of anaesthesia and chemical
and biological pregnancy diagnosis . I have already mentioned the
investigations concerning the anaesthetic effect of a eunarcon
ether combination. Later came papers on the anaesthetic effect
of deuteroalcohol and deuteroether, and on ether concentrations
in various organs during ether anaesthesia.

In 1941, the degree of Doctor of Veterinary Medicine was
conferred on Ottar Dybing at the Royal Veterinary and Agri
cultural College for his work entitled"Zur Kenntnis del' Chlor
alosenarkose" . This is a detailed study concerning chloralose and
chloral hydrate, used in combination with ether.
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Ottar Dybing at an early stage became interested in toxico
logical subjects, to begin with mostly toxic effects of drugs. Later
his interests changed more in the direction of pesticides such as
rodenticides, Insecttcldes, and herbicides, and in addition the
possible toxicological effects of food additives. He published
several papers on these subj eels, and a number of his colla
borators have also been concerned with the problems which are
raised by the use of such substances. Thus Ottar Dybing had
entered the field which we call" Protection of the Environment",
and here he maintained a central position right up to the time
of his death. An impression as to just how much importance he
attached to this work can be obtained by reading his application
for sabbatical leave for the year 1957-58 to be used for studies
in .the United States. He writes: "Toxicological investigations
playa central part in the research programme at our department
and I am sure that we, to an ever increasing degree, must con
centrate our efforts on the many toxicological problems which
we will be confronted with in the future. This concerns for
example toxicological investigations on insecticides and other
plant protection chemicals, colours and preservatives etc. which
are used as food additives, diverse agricultural chemicals which
can cause poisoning of domestic animals, together with poisonous
plants, to name but a few of the many areas for research within
this large field."

On Ottar Dybing's initiative, the Scandinavian Toxicological
Committee concerning plant protection chemicals and other pesti
cides was set up in 1956. He was vice chairman, and later chair
man of the Expert Committee on Toxicology, now the Pesticides
Board of the Ministry of Agriculture.

1t was a great los's for our work for the protection of the en
vironment that Ottar Dybing was taken from us so prematurely.
His great expertise on pesticides and their toxicology was very
valuable, as was the research he and his colleagues undertook
in order to plot the occurrence of insecticides in our environment.

Because of his distinctive formal characteristics, it was
natural that the question of standardization of biological prod
ucts and biological methods should come to occupy Ottar Dybing.
Thus, he was an especially valuable member of a number of
committees and commissions such as the Scandinavian Biological
Standards Committee, the Permanent Pharmacopoeia Commis
sion, the Scandinavian Pharmacopoeia Boards Veterinary Com-
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rnittee, of which he was chairman from 1957, and the Scandi
navian Committee on Methods of Analysis for Foods.

Ottar Dybing was also a member of the Norwegian National
Committee for UNESCO from 1961, the Agricultural Research
Council of Norway 1956-63, and the Norwegian Research Coun
cil for Science and the Humanities 1956--63. He was a member
of this academy" from 1963, and was elected chairman of its
Mathematic and Natural Sciences Class in uno.

Ottar Dybing carried out great work as editor of scientific
journals. He was for many years editor of the Journal of the
Norwegian Veterinary Association, and national editor of both
the Scandinavian Journal of Veterinary Medicine (Nordisk Vete
rinsermedlcin) and Acta Veterinaria Scandinavica.

For his great services Ottar Dybing was honoured by being
made a Knight 1st class of the Royal Norwegian Order of 51.Olav,
and Knight 1st class of Finland's Vita Ros Order. The senate of
the Veterinary College of Hannover recently decided to confer
an honorary doctorate on him. Ottar Dybing did not have the
chance to be gratified by this honour accorded him. He passed
away before the announcement was made. When the Hannover
College heard of his death, the senate resolved that the doctorate
should be conferred posthumously.

Ottar Dybing was unassuming, but firm . He was unusually
well endowed, greatly knowledged and displayed a distinctively
objective attitude to relevant problems. We will remember him
with gratitude for what he was and for what he gave.

- Requiescat -

• Norwegian Academy of Science.
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