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Figure 1. Effect of plasmm on the udder tissue. 
a) A control specimen of udder tissue, clearly 
showing alveoli (x 100). 
b) A specimen of udder tissue treated for 6 h with 
plasmm, showing d1smtegratmg of alveolar epithe
lial cells (x 100). 

possible effects of plasmin on the tissue. The 
tissue samples were frozen and sectioned by 
a microtome. The specimens were incubated 
with plasmin at a concentration comparable 
to that of an inflamed udder quarter. Histo
pathological examinations of the udder tis
sue showed disintegration of the epithelial 
cells of the alveoli after incubation with 
plasmin (Fig. l ). 
The results obtained demonstrate that plas
minogen activated to plasmin in the udder, 
especially in infected quarters, can affect the 
udder tissue and thus maybe facilitate the 
mobilisation of udder defence factors e.g. by 
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increasing the permeability of the udder 
epithelium. 
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